Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 05285 050342Z 
ACTION NEA- II 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI 
INR-IO L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI SP-02 SS-I5 
ICA-II ACDA-I2 10-13 /I02W 

072902 050350Z/I0 

R04I100Z JUN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASDH 8692 
INEO USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONPIDENTIAL TEHRAN 5285 

E.O. 1 1652: XGDS-I 
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SUBJ: SOVIET IRAQI RELATIONS 

REF BAGHDAD 1122 

1. POLCOUNS DISCUSSED LATEST DEVELOPMENT IN IRAQ WITH MFA 
DEPARTMENT HEAD DAVOUDI MAY 30. HE USED REPTEL AS STARTING 
POINT. DAVOUDI REPLIED THAT IRANIAN VIEW CLOSELY PARALLELS 
OUR OWN FROM BAGHDAD. IT MAKES LITTLE DIPFERENCE WHETHER 
NUMBER EXECUTED ARE 14 OR 40, THE PRINCIPLE IS THE IMPORTANT 
THING. 

2. DAVOUDI SAID IRAQ IS SIMPLY SIGNALING THE SOVIETS ONCE 
AGAIN THAT IT IS "OP AGE" AND NOT TO MEDDLE IN ITS INTERNAL 
POLITICS. APGHANISTAN PROABLY REMINDED IRAQIS THAT SOVIETS 
PREPER GOVERNMENTS THAT ARE PULLY OBEDIENT TO THEMSELVES 
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EVEN WHEN THEY HAVE GOVERNMENTS (SUCH AS DAOUD'S IN APGHANIS- 
TAN) WHICH ARE ALREADY LEANING TOWARDS SOVIET UNION. NEVER- 
THELESS, DAVOUDI DID NOT THINK THERE WOULD BE ANY ABRUPT 
CHANGES IN IRAQI POREIGN POLICY. IRAQIS HAVE THEIR DIPPERENCES 
WITH SOVIETS OVER POLICY IN APRICA, BUT THEY ARE REALISTS AND 
KNOW THEY NEED THE SOVIETS. OTHERWISE WHERE WOULD THEY TURN? 
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3. DAVOUDI ALSO CONFIDED A REPORT HE HAD HEARD, WHICH HE SAID 
WAS NOT CONEIRMED. ACCORDING TO HIM, NUMBER THREE MAN IN 
IRAQ, INTERIOR MINISTER IZZAT IBRAHIM, IS EXTREMELY PURITANICAL. 

AT A EVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL MEETING SOME TWO MONTHS AGO 
HE ASKED IRAQI RULERS TO AUTHORIZE HIM TO TAKE AWAY THE EXTRA 
APARTMENTS MANY OF THESE SAME RULERS WERE KEEPING AROUND TOWN 
(PRESUMABLY AS "GARCONNIERES"). HE PROPOSED TO PUT POOR 
PEOPLE IN THEM. THIS AUTHORITY WAS GRANTED, BUT RCC MEMBERS 
WERE NONPLUSSED WHEN HE SEIZED THE APARTMENTS THE VERY NEXT 
DAY. THEY BEGAN TO THINK OF HIM AS A THREAT AND EROZE HIM 
OUT OVER THE NEXT TWO MONTHS, IN EEFECT MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR HIM TO DO HIS JOB EVEN THOUGH HE MAINTAINED HIS POSITION 
OFEICIALLY. AFTER THE EVENTS IN AFGHANISTAN, HOWEVER, THEY 
CHANGED THIE MINDS AND HAVE GIVEN HIM BACK HIS AUTHORITY. 

IBRAHIM IS TODAY AS IMPORTANT AS EVER, AND THAT IS VERY 
IMPORTANT. DAVOUDI ASKED THAT WE HOLD THIS STORY CLOSELY. 
SULLIVAN 
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